
 

January 4th, 2026 
Lead by Megan Bywater 

Communion by Rev. Mary Hubbard 

 

 
 

Today’s Wonderful Worship Volunteers Include: 
 

Ushers: Lee McKnight, Cam Davis, & David Bywater 

Communion Servers: Nancy Krutzfield, Kay Seagren 

Mary Hubbard, Diane Berwald, Dennis & Carol Preslicka 

Scripture Reader: Congregation Recite 

Acolyte: Izzy Berwald 

Today’s Special Offering: Self Help International  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

St. Mark’s UMC, 2675 E. Washington Street, Iowa City 

Facebook - www.facebook.com/stmarksumcic/ 

Office – (319)337-7201 - Email – office@stmarks-umc.net 

Rev. Alberta Ervin – (712)269-6968 – Email – alberta.ervin@iaumc.net 

Next Week: January 11th 
Ushers: Boyd Crosby & Dennis Preslicka  
Scripture Reader: Mary Brown  
Acolyte: Melanie Justice 

http://www.facebook.com/stmarksumcic/
mailto:office@stmarks-umc.net
mailto:alberta.ervin@iaumc.net


 
 

Prelude     
 

Welcome & Announcements    
 

Passing of the Peace 
 

Call to Worship 

Leader: Lord, we are on a journey. A journey leading us through light and darkness.  

All: But we know you are there in the light and the darkness.  

Leader: Lord, we are on a journey. A journey that may sometimes be loud and sometimes be silent. 

All: We know that you are there in the loudness and the silence.  

Leader: Help us to show your presence to others in our lives in every situation.  

All: Prepare us for the rest of the journey so that we can walk with others as well.   
 

 

Opening Hymn We Three Kings pg. 254 UMH  

    

Children’s Moment  Megan Bywater 
 

Special Music Lord, I Need You Choir 

 By: Reeves, Stanfill, Maher, Nockels, Carson, Arr. Lloyd Larson    
     
Offertory & Prayer – Doxology   pg. 95 UMH 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below; praise God 

above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

Scripture Reader Psalm 1:23 Congregation Recite  
 

Pastoral Prayer  Rev. Mary Hubbard 
 

The Lord’s Pryer  pg. 895 UMH  
 

Hymn of Preparation Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us pg. 381 UMH  
 

Scripture Matthew 2:1-12 Megan Bywater  
 

Sermon Presenting Our Gifts to God Megan Bywater 
 

Communion  pg. 2257 TFWS 

  

Hymn He Leadeth Me pg. 128 UMH  
   

Benediction Prayer of Good Courage Megan Bywater 
 

Closing Hymn God Be with You till We Meet Again pg. 672 UMH 
 

Postlude 

 



.

 
 

Today’s Special Offering:  
 

Self-Help’s mission is to alleviate hunger by helping people help 
themselves. Our locally-hired team of skilled professionals serve 
rural communities in Ghana in West Africa and Nicaragua in Central 
America, to improve the population’s quality of life with dignity. 
 

Our approach emphasizes sustainable solutions, focusing on education, training, and leadership development 
to enable families and communities to meet their needs with dignity. Operating under the principle of providing 
a “hand up” rather than a “handout,” Self-Help International is not a relief organization but a catalyst for long-
term development and sustainability. Our proven track record showcases our effectiveness in helping people 
help themselves, ultimately improving their quality of life. 

 

 
 

Grayye Matters January 6th at 9:30 am 
 

The book for December is: The Year of Living Biblically by A. J. Jacobs 

Everyone is invited to attend! 
 

Grayye Matters is a monthly book club that meets in the Youth Room  

on the first Tuesday of each month at 9:30 a.m.  

Any questions regarding Grayye Matters book club, please see Barb Fisher-Krueger 
 

 
 

United Methodist Men 
 

UMM Meeting & Breakfast is January 10th at 8:00am  

Januarys guest speakers will be: The Communion Outreach Team  

Paul Schroeder, Barb Fisher-Krueger, Lou Schooley, and Jim & Deborah Schoenfelder 
 

Everyone is welcome and invited to join the United Methodist Men for breakfast and fellowhip 

from 8:00 am to 9:30 am on Saturday January 10th in Fellowship Hall. The guest speakers this 

month are the wonderful men and women of St. Mark’s that make up the Communion Outreach 

Team. These wonderful individuals work together to take communion to home bound individuals 

in our community and help them know they are a COGPOW and important members of our 

community and church.  

If you, or someone you know, would like to have communion brought to you, please contact these 

members, or the office, to have home communion arranged. We appreciate all that they do and 

hope you join the UMM in learing more about them. 

The UMM host breakfast with a guest speaker once a month and everyone is invited to attend.  

This breakfast is not just for men, but hosted by “United Methodist Men’. 
 

 
3 Important Reminders:  

1. If you are leading a group that meets in the church, please get your schedule for 

2026 to the office asap to ensure you will be on the church calendar & the room 

will be booked – no rooms in the church are pre-reserved or “owned” by any 

group & are subject to being reserved by anyone else, when not on the calendar. 

2. In the event of bad weather, keep an eye on KCRG for Worship Cancellations. 

3. When the Iowa City Community School’s are closed, the office will be closed.   



Free Lunch Program: Monday January 19th 
1105 S. Gilbert Court, Iowa City 

This month’s day for St. Mark’s to provide lunch at the Free Lunch program is Monday, January 19th.    

3 ways to help with the Free Lunch:  

1. Pans will be available to pick up next Sunday, January 11th for volunteers to prepare Tater Tot casserole 

(recipe provided) and bring in next Sunday; January 18th. 
2. Also needed are bars and cookies. Please bring these donations to church Sunday morning January 18th  

3. There is also the opportunity to volunteer on Monday, January 19th beginning as early as 10:30 preparing 

silverware packets, salad and dining room setup and serving food at noon and then clean up after 1:00.  
 

This is a wonderful mission to those in need of a good meal. 

Any questions, contact St. Mark’s faithful Free Lunch Coordinator, Truda Kruger 319- 354-5595. 
 

 

 
01/04: 9:30am – 10:30am: Worship – Sanctuary 

 2:00pm – 5:00pm: Scout Troop 250 – Fellowship Hall & Sanctuary  

01/05: 10:30am – 11:30am: Loom Mat Making –Room 103 

 11:30am – 1:00pm: Holy Art – Room 103 

 5:30pm – 6:30pm: Trustees Meeting – Wesley Room 

 6:00pm – 7:00pm: ASL – ASL/Youth Room  

 6:30pm –  9:00pm: Scout Troom 250 Meeting – Fellowship Hall 

01/06: 9:30am – 11:00am: Grayye Matters – Youth Room 

 6:00pm – 7z:30pm: Odd Fellows – Fellowship Hall 

 7:00pm – 8:00pm: NA Meeting – Wesley Room 

01/07: 1:00pm – 5:00pm: Christmas Stockings – Room 103 

 4:00pm –  5:00pm: Men’s Book Club – Fireside Room 

 5:30pm – 7:00pm: ASL –  ASL/Youth Room 

 6:30pm - 7:15pm: Handbell Choir – Music Room 

 7:15pm –  8:15pm: Chancel Choir – Sanctuary 

01/08: 6:00am – 8:00am: Kiwanis – Fellowship Hall 

 10:30am – 11:00am: - Iowa City Public Library Bookmobile – Parking lot 

 6:30pm – 8:30pm: Cub Scouts Troop 251 – Fellowship Hall 

01/09: 6:30am – 8:00am: Kiwanis Board Meeting – Fellowship Hall  

 5:30pm – 8:00pm: Scout Troop 251 – Fellowship Hall 

 6:30pm – 9:00pm: Dungeons & Dragons – Fireside Room 

 7:00pm – 9:00pm: NA Meeting - Room 108 

01/10:  7:00am – 1:00pm: Focus Forward – Room 108-109 

 8:00am – 9:30am: United Methodist Men Breakfast – Fellowship Hall all are welcome! 

 9:00am – 11:00am: Overeaters Anonymous – Room 102 

 11:00am – 5:00pm: NA – Fellowship Hall 

 1:00pm – 4:00pm: Christmas Stockings – Room 103 

01/11: 9:30am – 10:30am: Worship – Sanctuary 

 10:30am – Pick up pans for Free Lunch Program; bring back next Sunday – Fellowship Hall 

New Ways to Give: 

We now offer online payments through 

Tithe.ly. Simply scan the QR Code to the 

right (or on slides) & you will be directed 

to the website which offers multiple 

payment options. There is an option to 

download the app as well.  

How to scan a QR Code: 

Open your phones camera & point it at the 

QR code until a notification pops up: 

“give.tithe.ly” Click on this link & you will 

be directed to a payment screen on the 

Tithe.ly website. 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact 

any member of the Finance team or the office.  


