— St. Mark’s

United Methodist Church
December 7, 2025

Today’s Wonderful Worship Volunteers Include:
Ushers: Sherry Kesselring, Ann Parker, & Tom Shepherd
Lighting of the Advent Wreath: Cheryl & Cam Davis
Communion Servers: Pastor Alberta, Angie Bywater, Donna Higgins,
Brenda Mayer, Dennis & Carol Preslicka
Scripture Reader: Bob Kesselring
Acolyte: Melanie Justice
Today’s Special Offering: Missionary Support

Next week: December14™, 2025

Ushers: Boyd Crosby & Donna Higgins

Lighting of the Advent Wreath: Shirley Green & Barb Fisher-Krueger
Scripture Reader: Brenda Mayer

Acolyte: 1zzy Berwald

Special Offering: Missionary Support

St. Mark’s UMC, 2675 E. Washington Street, lowa City
Facebook - www.facebook.com/stmarksumcic/
Office — (319)337-7201 - Email — office@stmarks-umc.net
Rev. Alberta Ervin — (712)269-6968 — Email — alberta.ervin@iaumc.net
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Prelude
Welcome & Announcements

Passing of the Peace

Lighting of the Advent Wreath Cheryl Davis & Cam Davis
“First, we light the candle of hope that began our Advent pilgrimage. Today we light the candle of
joy as we are reminded of how John the Baptist prepared the way for Christ.

We are called to be like John and prepare the way for Christ’s return.”

Opening Hymn Oh Come, O Come, Emmanuel pg. 211 UMH
Vi 26,7

Children’s Moment Pastor Alberta

Special Music A Great Light Chancel Choir

From: “Were You There on That Christmas Night?” Lloyd Larson

Offertory & Prayer — Doxology pg. 95 UMH

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below; praise God
above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Scripture Reader Revelations 1:1-3 Bob Kesselring
Pastoral Prayer Pastor Alberta
The Lord’s Prayer pg. 895 UMH
Hymn of Preparation Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus pg. 196 UMH
Scripture Matthew 3:1-3 Pastor Alberta
Sermon Destination: The Jordan River & The Island of Patmos Pastor Alberta
Communion pg. 2257 TFWS
Hymn People Look East pg. 202 UMH
Benediction

Closing Hymn Sent Out In Jesus Name pg. 2184 TFWS

Postlude




Announcements:

Southeast District Prayer List "Never doubt the power of prayer”

Rev. Brian Oliver, the Southeast District Superintendent, has put together a 2025 District
Church Prayer List asking us to pray for specific churches & their clergy each week. Please
pray today for: Keosauqua UM Church — Center Chapel UM Church - Stockport UM
Church — Douds, Christ UM Church — Lebanon UM Church — Selma UM Church and
Pastors Mary Hart, Diane Bales, and Mike Renken
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Special Offering: Missionary Support

No additional information was given to share.

“Our Missionary, Temba Nkomozepi, has a birthday on December 17,
Please email him greetings at: Tnkomezopi@umcmissions.org”
Questions or concerns please see Barb Fisher-Krueger

Advent Book Study: Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus
By Andy Langford & Ann Langford Duncan

Wednesday, December 10%" & 17" in room 108-109
Enjoy a light dinner starting at 6:00pm and the book study to follow.

Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus: An Advent to Christmas Pilgrimage by Andy Langford and Ann Langford Duncan is a short
(3 week) but intriguing Bible study. Together, we will read scripture, visit holy sites, meet saints, and delve into history and
celebrations of holy days. No worries if you don’t have the book! Come to learn and share your understandings. Join us for a
light dinner and travel with us on an advent pilgrimage!
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Back by Popular Demand: Tied Fleece Blankets
Weather has turned to fall and winter isn’t far behind. We are going to do the “tied fleece
blanket project for those in need”. This is a project dear to my heart and feel so blessed to do it
again. The smiles on the faces of the recipients warms my heart. As they wrap the blanket
around them, I picture God wrapping his arms around them with love and comfort. So, let’s do it
again!!! We will tie the blankets in Fellowship Hall after worship services December 7%/today,

14™ and 21%. Thank you!  -Kay Seagren
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Free Lunch
This month’s day for St. Mark’s to provide lunch at the Free Lunch program is Monday, December 15%.
3 ways to help with the Free Lunch:

1. Pans will be available to pick up Sunday, December 7%/today for volunteers to prepare Tater Tot casserole
(recipe provided) and bring in next Sunday.

2. Also needed are bars and cookies. Please bring these donations to church Sunday morning December 14™.

3. There is also the opportunity to volunteer on Monday, December 15 beginning as early as 10:30 preparing
silverware packets, salad and dining room setup and serving food at noon and then clean up after 1:00.

9 < This is a wonderful mission to those in need of a good meal.

_ i - f Any questions, contact St. Mark’s faithful Free Lunch Coordinator, Truda Kruger 319- 354-5595.


mailto:Tnkomezopi@umcmissions.org

Christmas Stockings: It’s time to fill!!!

@T\ Bring your Christmas enthusiasm & cheer & meet in Room 103 at Noon on:
1 Monday December 8" Tuesday December 9"

Wednesday December 10™ Thursday December 11% -only if needed (TBD)
‘ -Please see article “Why Christmas Stockings” in the December Newsletter and on the bulletin board in

Fellowship Hall for more information into the reasons behind this wonderful mission.

Financial update as of December 1%, 2025

November YTD Actual 2025 Budget

Income $18,002.12  $271,511.88  $298,558.00 Winter Reminders:
Expenses 19,450.71 251,637.56 312,678.00 1 Keep an eye on KCRG for
Difference income vs expenses -$1,448.59 $19,874.32 -$14,120.00

Worship Cancellations
in the event of bad weather.

2. When lowa City

Nov. 30, 2025 Bank Balances

oW % 0

1328 General Fund 138,669.58 SChOOlS are Cance”ed,
6910 Building Fund 5,467.85 the Oﬁ:ice W|" be C|Osed.
3687 Trustee Reserve 32,191.72

6938 Memorial Fund 12,921.61

Weekly Calendar for December 7" — December 14'";

12/07: 9:30am — 10:30am: Worship — Sanctuary
10:30am — 12:00pm: Tied Fleece Blankets — Fellowship Hall
12/08: 10:30am — 11:30am: Loom Mat Making —Room 103

11:30am — 1:00pm: Holy Art — Room 103

12:00pm — 2:00pm: Christmas Stockings — Room 103

6:00pm — 7:00pm: Trusttes Meeting — Wesley Room

6:00pm — 7:00pm: ASL — ASL/Youth Room

6:30pm — 9:00pm: Scout Troom 250 Meeting — Fellowship Hall

12/09: 12:00pm — 2:00pm: Christmas Stockings — Room 103
7:00pm — 8:00pm: NA Meeting — Wesley Room Q
7:00pm — 8:00pm: SPRT Meeting — Room 109 TM W ¥
12/10: 12:00pm — 2:00pm: Christmas Stockings — Room 103 E .
4:00pm — 5:00pm: Men’s Book Club — Fireside Room m {0/ 7 ,
5:30pm — 8:00pm: Advent Book Study — Room 108-109 W s

6:00pm — 7:00pm: ASL — ASL/Youth Room i M%IP if &
6:30pm - 7:15pm: Handbell Choir — Music Room ’
7:15pm — 8:15pm: Chancel Choir — Sanctuary
12/11: 6:00am — 8:00am: Kiwanis — Fellowship Hall
10:30am — 11:00am: - Iowa City Public Library Bookmobile — Parking lot
12:00pm — 2:00pm: TBD-Christmas Stockings — Room 103
6:30pm — 8:30pm: Cub Scouts Troop 251 — Fellowship Hall
12/12: 6:30am — 8:00am: Kiwanis Board Meeting — Fellowship Hall
6:30pm — 9:00pm: Dungeons & Dragons — Fireside Room
7:00pm — 9:00pm: NA Meeting - Room 108
12/13: 8:00am — 9:30am: United Methodist Men Breakfast — Fellowship Hall al/ are welcome!
9:30am — 12:00pm: Kiwanis Action Club Meeting — Fellowship Hall
9:00am — 11:00am: Overeaters Anonymous — Room 102
1:00pm — 4:00pm: Christmas Stockings — Room 103
12/14: 9:30am — 10:30am: Worship — Sanctuary
10:30am — 12:00pm: Tied Fleece Blankets — Fellowship Hall



