
 

November 16th, 2025 

 
 

Today’s Wonderful Worship Volunteers Include: 
 

Ushers: Cam Davis & Linda Prybil 

Scripture Reader: Mary Brown 

Acolyte: Izzy Berwald 

Today’s Special Offering: Donations to crisis center/local food bank is encouraged; more 

information is available on the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall.  

 

 

 

Next week: November 23rd 2025  

Ushers: Deb Jansen and Nancy Krutzfield 

Scripture Reader: Cheryl Davis 

Acolyte: Melanie Justice 

Special Offering: none- donations to crisis center/local food bank is encouraged; more information is 

available on the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall 
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Prelude     
 

Welcome & Announcements    
 

Passing of the Peace 
 

Call to Worship  Pastor Alberta 

Leader: Prophets have shared what to expect in the future. 

People: Lord, open our minds and hearts to know how this prophecy is alive for us today. 

Leader: Zechariah’s prophecy teaches us how John prepared the way for your Son. 

People: Lord, we are called to prepare the way for your return. 

Leader: Lord, what is it you want us to say to the community and the world?  

People: Show us, Lord. Teach us, Lord. Empower us with your Holy Spirit. 

 

Opening Hymn Hail to the Lord’s Anointed pg. 203 UMH 
 v 1, 3, 4  

Children’s Moment  Pastor Alberta 
 

Special Music All Creatures of Our God and King  Handbell Choir 
 Arr. Kevin McChesney 

    

Offertory &  Prayer – Doxology   pg. 95 UMH 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below; praise God above, ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

Scripture Reader Colossians 1:11-20 Mary Brown  
 

Pastoral Prayer  Pastor Alberta 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  pg. 895 UMH   
 

Hymn of Preparation Blessed Be the God of Israel pg. 209 UMH 
   

Scripture Luke 1:67-80 Pastor Alberta  

 

Sermon Preparing the Way Pastor Alberta 

 

Communion  2257 TFWS 
 

Hymn The King of Glory Comes pg. 2091 TFWS  
   

Benediction 
 

Closing Hymn Sent Out In Jesus Name pg. 2184 TFWS 
 

Postlude  
 

 



Announcements:                                                              . 
.There is no Special Offering for November; Donations to local food bank/Crisis Center is encouraged. 

Southeast District Prayer List 
      “Never doubt the power of prayer” 

 

Rev. Brian Oliver, the Southeast District Superintendent, has put together a 2025 District 
Church Prayer List asking us to pray for specific churches & their clergy each week. Please 
pray today for: Unity Charge: North English UM Church – Millersburg UM Church – 
United Church of Deep River – Barnes City UM Church and Pastor Michelle Williamson. 
 

 

Today is the last day for the Tied Fleece Blanket Group Fellowship Hall after Worship 
 

“This is a project dear to my heart and I feel so blessed to do it again, the smiles on the faces of the 
recipients warms my heart. As they wrap the blanket around them, I picture God wrapping his 
arms around them with love and comfort.”  -Kay Seagren  

-No sewing or experience is required to join and make a tie fleece blanket- 
 

 

Last Session of The Fall Bible Study: In the Beginning with God 
Taught by Pastor Alberta 

Join us for the last session of our Bible Study Sunday after Worship in Room 108-109. 
No matter your age, knowledge, or relationship with God, everyone is welcome to join! You do not need to attend each 

week so even though this is the last session there is still so much to enjoy & we would love to have you join! 
 
 

 

Join the fun after Worship next Sunday, November 23rd as the 
church is decorated for the upcoming holidays! This will be 
so much fun – don’t miss out! 

Everyone is encouraged to stay after Worship next Sunday to help decorate the church for 
Christmas! If you would like, for a little added fun, bring your favorite holiday snack, candy, or 
cookie to share and snack on while we make the church beautiful and festive; there is no need to 
bring anything to join in.   We hope to see you there!! 

 
 

Crunch time for Christmas Stockings as there are only 6 Sundays left! 
Christmas stockings are still needing to be decorated and filled.  

You do not need any crafting experience or need to be a crafty person to join in! There are shapes 

precut needing to be glued on to the already made stockings and inspiration available if you’d 

enjoy making a unique look of your own; everyone, at any crafting level, is able to decorate 

stockings and help is available if you have any questions/concerns.  

See the church calendar for dates/times the Christmas Stocking group meet each week. 
 

These are truly so much fun to put together, enjoy fellowship, and know they are going 

towards brightening a child’s Christmas. Brenda shared with me a short story of what keeps 

her going is remembering one sweet child, in years past, who was so excited to get a 

Christmas stocking with a tree on it because they didn’t have a tree at home and this could 

now be their Christmas tree. Seeing and knowing the difference this mission makes in so 

many people’s lives is what makes it all worth it.  
 

Any and all help is so much appreciated, not just by the few that lead this mission – but everyone it effects. 

Donation Requests: 
Teen Books 

Winter Gloves 
Winter hats 
Nail Polish 

Deodorant (Male) 



Advent Book Order Due by Wednesday, November 19th 
Advent is approaching and the book this year is:  

Come Thou Long Expected Jesus  by: Andy Langford & Ann Langford Duncan. 

If you would like the church to order your copy please contact the office during normal business hours: 

Monday – Friday 9:00am -Noon, either in person or by phone, (319)337-7201, or send an email to 

office@stmarks-umc.net by 11:00 a.m. Wednesday, November 19th. The cost per book will be $19.07. 

If you are an online shopper, Amazon may have a special/lower price. 

 
 

The Backpack Program is up and going! 
I recently asked Ann a series of questions regarding the backpack program, as I did not know 

much about it. She was so kind to provide me with such through responses I printed a 
Question & Answer sheet that is posted in Fellowship Hall. If you, like me, were unsure 

about any of the details regarding The Backpack Program, who it serves, how it works, what 
is needed from volunteers, etc. please feel free to look this information over. Ann does such 
a wonderful job organizing this and answering any questions, please don’t hesitate to reach 

out. This is such a wonderful mission to help feed our community, especially during the 
challenging times we are facing. Thank you to all who make this possible!! 

 
 

Weekly Calendar for November 16th - November 23rd 
11/16: 9:30am – 10:30am: Worship – Sanctuary  

 11:00am – 12:00pm: Bible Study – Room 108-109 (Last session) 

 11:00am – 1:00pm: Tie Fleece Blankets – Fellowship Hall (Last meeting) 

11/17: 10:30am – 11:30am: Loom Mat Making –Room 103 

 11:30am – 1:00pm: Holy Art – Room 103  

 5:30pm – 6:30pm: Finance Meeting – Wesley Room or Zoom 

 6:00pm – 7:00pm: American Sign Language Class – Youth 

Room 

 6:30pm –  9:00pm: Scout Troom 250 Meeting – Fellowship Hall 

11/18: 6:00pm – 7:30pm: Odd Fellows – Fellowship Hall 

 6:30pm – 7:30pm: Executive Council Meeting – Room 109 

 7:00pm – 8:00pm: NA Meeting – Wesley Room 

11/19: 1:00pm – 5:00pm: Christmas Stockings – Room 103 

 4:00pm –  5:00pm: Men’s Book Club – Fireside Room 

 6:00pm – 7:00pm: American Sign Language – Youth Room 

 6:30pm - 7:15pm: Handbell Choir – Music Room 

 7:15pm –  8:15pm: Chancel Choir – Sanctuary 

11/20: 6:00am – 8:00am: Kiwanis – Fellowship Hall 

 10:30am – 11:00am: Iowa City Library Bookmobile – Church Parking Lot 

 6:30pm – 8:30pm: Cub Scouts Troop 251 – Room 108-109 

11/21: 6:30pm – 9:00pm: Dungeons & Dragons – Fireside Room 

 6:30pm – 9:00pm: NA Meeting - Room 108 

11/22:  9:00am – 11:00am: Overeaters Anonymous – Room 102 

 1:00pm – 4:00pm: Christmas Stockings – Fellowship Hall 

 3:00pm – 8:00pm: NA Meeting – Room 108-109 

11/23: 9:30am – 10:30am: Worship – Sanctuary Hanging of the Greens following Worship 

 
Thank you for joining us in Worship! 

 


